Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.131; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.5.
Related literature
For the synthesis of 5,7-dimethoxyphthalide, see: Talapatra & Monoj (1980) ; Dang et al. (1999) ; Orito et al. (1995) . For the title compound as an intermediate, see : Zuo et al. (2008) ; Lee et al. (2001) . For the title compound as a byproduct, see: Fü rstner et al. (2000) .
Experimental
Crystal data Mo K radiation = 0.11 mm À1 T = 293 K 0.12 Â 0.12 Â 0.10 mm
Data collection
Bruker SMART APEX CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.987, T max = 0.989 7489 measured reflections 3216 independent reflections 1766 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.062 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.052 wR(F 2 ) = 0.131 S = 0.93 3216 reflections 258 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.18 e Å À3 Á min = À0.19 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2009 Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) 
Refinement
Refinement on F 2 Hydrogen site location: inferred from neighbouring sites Least-squares matrix: full H-atom parameters constrained 
Special details
Experimental. The powder of 5,7-dimethoxyphthalide was solved in acetone and produced colorless crystal. 
